Course Overview

The purpose of the AP World History course is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts by examining interactions between different types of human societies. This understanding is advanced through a combination of selective factual knowledge, appropriate analytical skills, and the development of the “habits of mind” that are characteristic of a world historian. Moreover, the course highlights the nature of change within international frameworks, and seeks to recognize the causes and consequences of such change. In addition, the course emphasizes comparisons both within individual societies over time and between major societies across time.  

The course builds on an understanding of cultural, institutional, and technological precedents that, along with geography, set the human stage. Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms an organizing principle for dealing with change and continuity throughout the course. Specific themes provide further organization to the course, along with consistent attention to contacts among societies that form the core of world history as a field of study.**

** Adapted from The College Board Advanced Placement Course Description Book; World History.  May 2006, May 2007

Goals of the Course


The goals of the course are to develop the skills and the knowledge required for world historical inquiry.

1. Students will acquire knowledge of world history, including specific names, terms, and concepts, organized by the six AP World History Themes.

2. Students will connect regional events and trends from around the world and be able to place these events into global contexts.

3. Students will develop a broad understanding of world historical dynamics through comparative analysis and examination of change over time.

4. Students will construct and evaluate evidence-based arguments.

5. Students will assess the diversity of interpretations through analysis of context, point of view, and frame of reference, in primary and secondary sources.

6. Students will develop an awareness of human commonalities and differences while assessing claims of universal standards, including diverse ideas and values, in historical context.

Textbook

Stearns, Peter, et al., World Civilizations: The Global Experience (NY: Pearson Education, Inc., 6th Edition, 2010).

Student resources for the textbook are available on-line at: www.ablongman.com/stearns4eAP
And at www.myhistorylab.com
Other Sources

A variety of primary and secondary sources will be used throughout the course. See detailed unit descriptions for examples.

Themes
The course examines World History using six overarching themes.

· The dynamics (causes and processes) of change and continuity across the World History periods covered in this course.

· Patterns and effects of interactions among societies and regions: trade, war, diplomacy, and international organizations.

· The effects of technology, economics and demography on people and the environment: population growth and decline, disease, labor systems, manufacturing, migrations, agriculture, and weaponry.

· Systems of social and gender structure: comparing major features within and among societies.

· Cultural, intellectual, and religious developments, including interactions among and within societies.

· Changes in functions and structures of states and in attitudes towards states and political identities (political culture), including the emergence of the nation-state (types of political organization).

Course Outline

Unit 1: Foundations – 8,000 BCE – 600 CE

1. World History in place and time.

2. Developing agriculture and technology.

3. Basic features of early civilizations in different environments.

4. Classical civilizations

5. Major belief systems.

6. Late classical period.

Textbook reading: Stearns (chapters 1-5).

Unit 2: Postclassical – 600 -1450 (7 weeks)

1. The Islamic world.

2. Interregional networks and contacts.

3. China’s internal and external expansion.

4. Developments in Europe.

5. Patterns of development in the Americas.

6. Demographic and environmental changes.

Textbook reading: Stearns (chapters 6-15).

Unit 3: Early Modern – 1450 -1750 (6 weeks)

1. Changes in trade, technology, and global interaction.

2. Knowledge of major political units and social systems.

3. Slave systems and slave trade.

4. Demographic and environmental changes.

5. Cultural and intellectual developments.

Textbook reading: Stearns (chapters 16-22).

Unit 4: Modern – 1750 – 1914 (6 weeks)
1. Changes in global commerce, communications, and technology.

2. Demographic and environmental changes.

3. Changes in social and gender structure.

4. Political revolutions, independence movements, and new political ideas.

5. Rise of western dominance.

6. Patterns of cultural and artistic interactions among societies.

Textbook readings: Stearns (chapters 23 – 27).

Unit 5: Contemporary – 1914-present-day (6 weeks)

1. Wars and diplomacy.

2. Patterns of nationalism.

3. Global economic developments.

4. Social reform and social revolution.

5. Globalization and science, technology, and culture.

6. Demographic and environmental changes.

Textbook reading: Stearns (chapters 28-36).

Student Evaluation

Throughout the year students must demonstrate thorough reading of all materials, the development of world history “habits of mind,” strong thematic understanding of course content, and the ability to write clearly and analytically – evidenced by the student’s ability to write three different types of essays: the Compare and Contrast essay, the Change over Time essay, and the Document-Based Question essay.

Students will be assessed in the following ways:

· Quizzes: Aimed primarily at testing factual knowledge (i.e. People, place, term identification).

· Homework: An integral part of the learning process, students will complete reading guides and answer questions from primary sources.

· Projects: Concepts learned in class will be reinforced through four, quarter long, projects.

· Tests: One per unit. Tests are designed to test both factual and conceptual information. They will follow the format of the AP exam.

· Essays: The AP exam contains three timed essays. Over the course we will learn how to write these essays.

· Exams:. Students will take a mid-term exam and a final exam as prescribed by the Social Studies curriculum.

Students’ grades will be determined using a points system (a division of total points earned by total possible points).

Please Note:

· The AP Exam will take place on Thursday, May 17th, 2011 at 8am.
Instructional Strategies

Instructional strategies include (although will not be limited to), discussions, Cooperative learning, Inquiry-based learning, Guided Discussions, debates, document workshops, writing workshops, peer editing, and lectures.

The Exam

The AP World History Exam has two main parts: the multiple-choice questions and the free-response

questions. Students must answer the 70 multiple-choice questions first, and then they have a 10-minute

break before they begin the free-response section. At the beginning of the second half of the exam, the

proctor imposes a 10-minute reading and preparation period during which students are restricted to

reading and making notes in their green exam insert that contains the free-response questions. After

the reading period, students may begin writing their three essays in the pink free-response booklets.

The first free-response question is the document-based question (DBQ). The change-over-time question

and the comparative question follow the DBQ. The exam lasts three hours and five minutes. Fifty-five

minutes are allocated for the multiple-choice section and 130 minutes total for the free-response segment.

This is a challenging exam for most students who have yet to experience a college-level assessment.
	
	
	

	 Week 1

Foundations Period


	Class notes

AP periodization

AP world regions

AP World Themes

AP Test information: Multiple-choice/DBQ/COT, Comparison Free Response 

Jared Diamond’s “The Biggest Mistake”

Guns, Germs, and Steel, Historical Interpretation: Environmental Determinism: Guided Discussion
	Chapter 1: 

The Neolithic Revolution and the Birth of Civilization



	Week 2

	Take Cornell notes

Read documents: Gilgamesh and Code of Hammurabi plus two others/SOAPStone

Interaction between humans and environment: Compare Nile vs. Mesopotamia

1st Empire and early city-states

Multiple-choice test
	Chapter 2: 

The Rise of Civilization in the Middle East and Africa



	Week 3

	Persian Chart India

Persian Chart China

Caste system

Chinese Feudalism

Role of merchants India and China

Read 2 documents/SOAPStone

Multiple-choice test
	Chapter 3: 

Asia's First Civilizations: India and China



	Week 4
Classical Period

Bhagadad Gita


	Persian Chart China: Qin and Han China

Persian Chart: Maurya and Gupta India

Belief System Chart

Spread of Buddhism

Han adoption of Confucianism

Read 2 Documents/SOAPStone

Historical Interpretation:  Chinese Dynastic Cycle/Guided Discussion

Multiple-choice test
	Chapter 4: 

Unification and the Consolidation of Civilization in China

Chapter 6: 

Religious Rivalries and India’s Golden Age



	Week 5

 Homer

Zarathustra

Euripides

Periplus and the Eyrthraean Sea
	Persian Chart: Persia

Persian Chart: Greek and Hellenic

Greek Thinkers Chart

Persian roads/communication

Authoritarianism and tolerance

Polis/direct democracy/slavery

Read 2 Documents/SOAPStone

Compare Agamemnon/Iphigenia and Jephthah and his daughter

Historical Interpretation: Jewish “Chosen People” compared to Roman founder’s story: Guided Discussion/Exceptionalism

Multiple-choice test
	Chapter 5: 

Classical Civilizations in the Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East



	Week 6

Cicero

Tacitus

Marcus Aurelius

Suetonius
	Persian Chart: Roman Republic and Empire

Read 2 Documents/SOAPStone

Engineering an Empire: Rome film

Compare gender roles/status: Rome, Greece, Han China

Contrast the fall of Rome, Gupta, and Han China

Historical Interpretation: Fall of Rome /Historical Forces as cause(s) Guided Discussion

Multiple-choice test
	Chapter 7: 

Rome and Its Empire



	Week 7

Popul Voh

Pottery: Mayan and Chavin
	Persian Charts: Aztecs/Mayas/Incas

Olmecs and Chavin and Hopewell

Historical Interpretation: Compare North and South America’s north-south axis to Eurasia’s east-west axis and impact on spread of agriculture/Geographical Determinism

Map Exercise

500 Nations: First Contact film

Read Documents/SOAPStone

Multiple-choice test
	Chapter 8: 

The Peoples and Civilizations of the Americas



	Week 8


	Persian Chart: Japan

Persian Chart: Africa

Push-pull factors

Migrations: Bantu, Indo-Europeans, Germanic tribes, Celts

Map exercises

Chinese influence on Japan

Historical Interpretation:

DNA evidence and lactose persistence/ Diffusion vs displacement of cattle pastoralists: Guided Discussion

Impact of climate

Technological innovation

Growth of trade

Changes and continuities: the role of women


	Chapter 9: 

The Spread of Civilizations and the Movement of Peoples

Chapter 10: 

The End of the Classical Era: World History in Transition, 200-700 C.E.



	Week 9

In each unit, we conduct whole-class discussions where we discuss diversity of interpretations that historians present in the textbook and in other secondary sources such as articles given by the teacher.

We also will do research projects that challenge and address questions about human commonalities and differences and the historical context of culturally diverse ideas and values.

	Unit1/2 Review

Compare Hunter-gatherer society and agricultural

Compare role/status of women in Foundation period to Classical period

Compare empires Foundation period to Classical period

Compare human response to geography: roads, canals, hydrology, fortresses

Research Project 1 due: Interaction between people and environment
	Unit 1 and 2 Multiple-choice Test

2007 DBQ Free Response(FR):

Analyze Han and Rome attitudes toward technology.



	Week 10

Post-Classical Period

Cordoba mosque

Muslim geometric designs

Ibo bronzes

 
	Belief system chart: Islam

Chapter notes or Persian Chart

DBQ practice

Compare the spread of Islam to the spread of Christianity

Cities of Light: Islamic Spain film

Five Pillars of Islam

The House of Wisdom

Internal rivalries, Mongol pressures, Crusades

COT Islam

Indian Ocean trade

Persian Chart: African Civilizations

African Regions map quiz

Compare the spread of Islam to the spread of Buddhism

3 Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 11: 

The First Global Civilization: The Rise and Spread of Islam

Chapter 12: 

Abbasid Decline and the Spread of Islamic Civilization to South and Southeast Asia

Chapter 13: 

African Civilizations and the Spread of Islam



	Week 11

Justinian Code

Salic Law

Icons
	Chapter notes

DBQ practice

Compare the Sunni-Shi’ia split to the Roman Catholic-Eastern Orthodox split

Byzantine bureaucracy contrasted with Roman bureaucracy

Spread of Orthodox Christianity to Russia

Justinian Code/Hagia Sophia

Orthodox Christianity

Engineering an Empire: The Byzantines film
Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 14: 

Civilization in Eastern Europe: Byzantium and Orthodox Europe



	Week 12

Marco Polo

Ibn Battuta

Rabban Sauma

Chaucer

 Beowulf


	Rise of the Franks: Charles Martel and Charlemagne

Holy Roman Empire

Vikings, Magyars, Angles, Saxons migrations
Terry Jones’ Medieval Lives film

Feudalism and Manorialism

Code of Chivalry 

Primogeniture

Heresies and Inquisition

Crusades and Revival of trade

Vikings

Hanseatic League

Bubonic Plague

Magna Carta

Rise of Nation-states

Growth of towns

Compare vassalage Europe and Classical China

Historical Interpretation: Feudalism: a Marxist analysis of economic forces: Guided Discussion
Chapter test: multiple choice


	Chapter 15: 

A New Civilization Emerges in Western Europe



	Week 13
	Persian Chart: Aztec, Maya, Inca

Or Chapter notes

Compare Aztec Empire to Roman Empire

Mayan response to climate/geography

Compare human sacrifice in Aztec, Mayan, and Inca religions

New World urban centers

New World record keeping

Historical Interpretation: Environment Determinism/Guided Discussion

Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 16: 

The Americas on the Eve of Invasion



	Week 14
	Persian Chart: Tang China

Persian Chart: Song China

Silk Road

Equal field system

Empress Wu

Li Bai and Du Fu

Innovations

Tang poetry and Song encyclopedias and histories

Change and continuity: Civil Service exams

Tang Empire and tribute

Wu Zhao

Foot-binding

Change and continuity: Buddhism

Historical Interpretation: Chinese Dynastic Cycles: Guided Discussion

Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 17: 

Reunification and Renaissance in Chinese Civilization: The Era of the Tang and Song Dynasties



	Week 15
	Persian Chart: Japan/Korea/Vietnam

Yamoto

Belief system chart: Shintoism

Contrast Chinese civil service exams with Japanese educated class

Feudal Japan/Code of Bushido/shogunate

Compare and contrast European feudalism with Japanese

The spread of Islam to India

Mongol Empire

Golden Horde

Human-environmental  interactions: Pastoralism

Contrast Mongol Empire with Gupta, Greek, Persian, or Rome

Chapter tests: multiple choice
	Chapter 18: 

The Spread of Chinese Civilization: Japan, Korea, and Vietnam

Chapter 19: 

The Last Great Nomadic Challenges: From Chinggis Khan to Timur



	Week 16
End of Post-Classical Period

In each unit, we conduct whole-class discussions where we discuss diversity of interpretations that historians present in the textbook and in other secondary sources such as articles given by the teacher.

We also will do research projects that challenge and address questions about human commonalities and differences and the historical context of culturally diverse ideas and values.

	Rise of the West

Renaissance

Age of Exploration

Unit 3 Test

Unit Multiple-choice

Unit Change-over-time FR

Research Project 2 due: Development and interaction of cultures

Historical Interpretation: Boorstin’s Creators and Discovers theory: Guided Discussion


	Chapter 20: 

The World in 1450: Changing Balance of World Power



	Week 17

Early Modern Period

Bartolome de las Casas


	Chapter notes

Spain and Portugal

British East India Company

Dutch East India Company

Columbian Exchange

Mercantilism

Asian exports

Colonization of the Americas and Asia

Silk Road

Indian Ocean trade

Hanseatic League

Population growth

Urban centers as cultural magnets

Historical Interpretation: Eurocentric theory or environmental determinism/Guided Discussion

Technology and innovation

Conflict and diffusion

Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 21: 

The World Economy



	Week 18

End of Semester

Machiavelli

Martin Luther

Adam Smith


	Chapter notes

DBQ practice

Renaissance

Humanism

Renaissance vs Middle Ages

The Power of Art: Bernini film

Printing press

Protestant Reformation

Martin Luther: Driven to Defiance film

Counter-reformation

Scientific Revolution

Deism

Enlightenment

Contrast Social Contract/Mandate of Heaven/Divine right of Kings

Technology and innovation: The Age of Exploration

The Columbian Exchange

European rivalries

DBQ practice

Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 22: 

The Transformation of the West, 1450–1750



	Semester Break: Read Chapters 23 and 24
Chapter 23: 

The Rise of Russia

Chapter notes
Chapter 24: 

Early Latin America

Chapter notes

	Week 19

Start of 2nd Semester
	Chapter notes

Atlantic System

Spices

Slave trade

Demographic patterns: Women to North Africa and Middle East, Men to Americas

Triangular Trade: Map exercise

African slavery

Asante and Dahomey

East Africa

South Africa

Shaka Zulu

Middle Passage

Slavery today: Continuities and Change

Comparison: Encomienda and Russian serfdom

Patterns of slavery in Americas

Kente cloth

Trans-Saharan trade

Abolition of slavery

3 Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 25: 

Africa and the Africans in the Age of the Atlantic Slave Trade


	Week 20

Ibn Battuta


	Chapter notes

Ottoman

Safavid

Mughal

Map exercise

Janissaries

Constantinople transformation

Indian Ocean trade and Portugal ascendancy

Red Heads

Comparison: Ottoman and Safavid society and gender roles

Akbar

Artistic contributions of Mughals

Taj Mahal

Changes and continuities: Muslim empires

Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 26: 

The Muslim Empires



	Week 21

End of Early Modern Period

In each unit, we conduct whole-class discussions where we discuss diversity of interpretations that historians present in the textbook and in other secondary sources such as articles given by the teacher.

We also will do research projects that challenge and address questions about human commonalities and differences and the historical context of culturally diverse ideas and values.

	Regional Asian trade

European rivalries

Ming China

Changes and Continuities: Scholar-Gentry

Nova Online: China’s Treasure Junks

Zheng He

European missionaries

Technological diffusion: gunpowder and magnetic compass

Unit 4 Test

Unit Multiple-choice

Unit Compare/contrast FR


	Chapter 27: 

Asian Transitions in an Age of Global Change



	Week 22
The Dawn of the Industrial Age
	Chapter notes

Mill Times, Film

Revolutions: Population, Agricultural, American, and French

Napoleon 

Nationalism

Congress of Vienna

Chartist movement

Revolutions of 1848

Socialism

Feminism

Leisure culture

Intellectual currents: Darwin, Einstein, and Freud

Romanticism

Rise of the United States

Colonialism

New alliances

Historical Interpretation: Malthusian Dilemma, Iron Law of Wages, and Marxism/Guided Discussion
Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 28: 

The Emergence of Industrial Society in the West, 1750–1914



	Week 23


	Chapter notes

British Raj

Sepoys

Divide and conquer

Human-environment interaction: British and Dutch occupation in Asia

Technology: European weapons

Continuity and Change: European Colonialism

Historical Interpretation: Eurocentricism and Social Darwinism/Guided Discussion

Capitalism and competition

Boer War

Role of disease in Oceania: alcoholism, syphilis, and TB

Globalization

Chapter test: multiple choice

	Chapter 29: 

Industrialization and Imperialism: The Making of the European Global Order



	Week 24
	Diffusion: Enlightenment natural rights

Latin American revolutions: Mexico, Venezuela, Argentina,  and Brazil

Continuities and Change: Social Reform and the Church

Guano

Cultural flowering

Latin American trade and wealth disparity and social classes

Dollar Diplomacy

Panama Canal

Chapter test: multiple choice
	

	Week 25
	Chapter notes

Ottoman decline and reforms

Comparison: Ottoman repression and Carlsbad Decree

Muhammad Ali and Egypt

Suez Canal

Mahdist revolt in the Sudan

Compare: Manchus in China with Aryans in India

Mandate of Heaven: decadence, bribery, corruption, infrastructure neglect, food shortages

The Opium War

Taiping Rebellion

Boxer Rebellion

Fall of the Qing

Chinese Nationalists

Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 31: 

Civilizations in Crisis: The Ottoman Empire, the Islamic Heartlands, and Qing China



	Week 26
	Chapter notes

Pre-industrial Russia

Reforms: Emancipation of the serfs, trans-Siberian RR, rise of factories

Communist Revolution in Russia

Pre-industrial Japan

Commodore Perry

DBQ: Japanese depictions of Perry’s visit

Meiji Restoration and Industrialization of Japan

Zaibatsu

Modernization: Social, Economic, and national identity

Unit 5 Unit Test: Multiple-choice

Comparison Free Response

Research Project 3 due: State building, expansion and conflict
	Chapter 32: 

Russia and Japan: Industrialization Outside the West



	Week 27
The Newest Stage of World History

Triggers for change

Collapse of European imperial dominance and decolonization

Massive technological innovation

Demographic explosion

In each unit, we conduct whole-class discussions where we discuss diversity of interpretations that historians present in the textbook and in other secondary sources such as articles given by the teacher.

We also will do research projects that challenge and address questions about human commonalities and differences and the historical context of culturally diverse ideas and values.

	Chapter notes

German economic and military expansion

Imperial rivalries

Alliance system

Arms race

Balkans and Slavic Nationalism

Assassination of Franz Ferdinand

Von Schlieffen Plan

Trench warfare

Western front

Eastern front

Domestic response

War outside Europe

War of attrition

“Stabbed in the back” and Adolf Hitler

Rise of Nationalist movements in Africa, Middle East, and South Asia

Ghandi

Zionism

Modernism and art

Fascism

Mexican Revolution

Russian Revolution

Russian Civil War

Communist Revolution in China

The Great Depression and radical responses

Totalitarianism

Latin American response

Chapter tests: multiple choice
	Chapter 33: 

Descent into the Abyss: World War I and the Crisis of the European Global Order

Chapter 34: 

The World between the Wars: Revolutions, Depression, and Authoritarian Response



	Week 28
	Chapter notes

Spanish Civil War

Japanese invasion of China

Nazi aggressions

Blitzkrieg

Holocaust

Compare genocide: Jewish and Armenian

Japanese war aims

Total war

Historical Interpretation: National Socialism’s Social Darwinism/Guided Discussion

United Nations

Nationalism and decolonization in SE and S Asia, and Africa

The Palestinian Question

Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 35: A Second Global Conflict and the End of the European World Order


	Week 29
	Chapter notes

Cold War

Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan

Alliances: NATO and Warsaw Pact

Iron Curtain

East vs West

Post-war economic responses and challenges

New Feminism

Artistic response: Pop Art

Eastern Europe

Berlin Wall: Compare to Great Wall and present discussion of wall between U.S. and Mexico

Soviet dissent

Marxism: Soviet model

Post-Stalin USSR

Space Race

COT: Russia under Communists

Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 36: Western Society and Eastern Europe in the Decades of the Cold War


	Week 30
	Chapter notes

Continuity and Change: Land Reform in Latin America

Trade and Commerce: NAFTA

Radicalism in Latin America: Socialism in Cuba

Continuity and Change: Authoritarianism

United States in Latin America: United Fruit Company

Good Neighbor Policy

Continuity and Change: Role of Women in Latin America

Migrations: Cuba, Haiti, rural to urban

Artistic response: Tango, Reggae, Magical Realism

DBQ practice

Chapter test: multiple choice
	Chapter 37: Latin America: Revolution and Reaction into the 21st Century


	Week 31
	Chapter notes

Challenges to Independence: The Population Bomb (result from European colonialism, decline in war, disease, and famine)

AIDS in Africa

Environmental costs of urbanization

Religious revivalism and diminishing women’s rights

Neo-colonialism and mercantilistic policies

Dictatorships and Revolutions: Ghana, Egypt, South Africa, and Iran

The Green Revolution

Chapter test: multiple choice


	Chapter 38: Africa, the Middle East, and Asia in the Era of Independence


	Week 32 
	Chapter notes

Japanese Recovery

Government policies to curb population growth: birth control and abortion/Historical Interpretation: Malthus revisited/Position paper

Cultural Renaissance: Kabuki and Noh and poetry

Japanese growth as a world economic power

Korea: Intervention and War

Postwar adjustments: Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore

Pacific Rim: South Korea, Taiwan, and Hong Kong

Continuities and Change: Confucianism and authority, and entrepreneurialism

China: Communism and “crossing the river one step at a time” capitalism

Great Leap Forward

New rights of women

Cultural Revolution

Colonialism and Revolution in Viet Nam

Viet Nam and wars of liberation against the French and the United States

Unit Test: multiple choice and DBQ Free Response


	Chapter 39

Rebirth and Revolution: Nation-Building in East Asia and the Pacific Rim

Chapter 40

Power, Politics, and Conflict in World History, 1990-2010


	Week 33-34

May 12, 2011 AP World History Exam
	DBQ exercises

COT exercises

Comparison Free Response exercises

Take released AP World History Test as practice

Review all units
	

	Weeks 35-36

Last Research Project due

In each unit, we conduct whole-class discussions where we discuss diversity of interpretations that historians present in the textbook and in other secondary sources such as articles given by the teacher.

We also will do research projects that challenge and address questions about human commonalities and differences and the historical context of culturally diverse ideas and values.

	Tracing APWH themes in Current Events/Guided Discussions
	Historical Interpretations: Evaluating approaches to explaining history/Position Paper



